WOODINVILLE VILLAGE VISION STATEMENT

The following is a brief statement of our vision for the Woodinville Village, along with a description of its various components.  Like the legs of a stool, each component is necessary to make the entire vision stand.  Our design team has begun looking at how these components can best be placed on our property and has also prepared some images that illustrate what these components may look like and, more importantly, how they are interrelated.  

Woodinville Village – Our Vision

Desirable spaces, good architecture, and developments are all about connecting the people that use them to the values they hold.  All buildings, public spaces, and streetscapes should create an atmosphere that draws people, suits the environment, and blends with the community.  The office, retail, and residential spaces must create an exceptional, dynamic environment. Our vision is to create a highly desirable destination that will be an asset to Woodinville. Our intent is to plan and design a community that will fulfill people’s needs, whether they are work-related, social, residential, or commercial.  
Our proposed village centers on the vibrant wine industry of our region. With Washington wines winning prizes nationally and internationally, the local industry is becoming significant, both in this region and nationwide. The Woodinville Village centers on the beauty, variety, and notoriety of the Washington wine industry, while incorporating housing, retail, and commercial uses to the site.

You have probably seen mixed-use developments in the Seattle area and in places like Napa Valley and Whistler Village, Canada.  A mixed-use development blends retail spaces, tourist-related uses, commercial offices, residential spaces and other environments in a “village concept” to create a setting where residents and visitors can shop, work, recreate, and live.  A blend of uses creates a space that is inviting both to tourists and local residents by providing shopping and daytime activities for the tourists and housing and basic necessities to residents during the evening.  Located within the boundaries of the Tourist Business District, it will be a regular destination for the community.  Also, the concentrated mix of uses will further the current goals of the Tourist District Master Plan by promoting even more tourism in the area.  
The environment we envision will make the community more vibrant.  It will draw key businesses to the area, including additional wineries, restaurants, and general retail that may not otherwise move to Woodinville. This provides tax revenue while increasing the livability of the city.  A mixed-use village that is centered on the winery industry will create an important southern gateway to Woodinville, serving as an asset to the region and the city. 

The Public Space at Woodinville Village

Inviting public environments are an important part of making our concept a success.  Spaces where people can sit, walk, talk, and relax are a special part of our lives.  These spaces can be park areas, town squares or amphitheatres, or just the old public bench set under a trellis of vines that calls to you to sit and linger.  The Woodinville Village will incorporate a variety of open public spaces. The design concept integrates streets, plazas, open terrain, and pedestrian connections, all of which will draw and encourage people to spend time in the area on foot rather than in an automobile.  The spaces will include seating areas, paths, gardens, and large open spaces and plazas where people can relax and enjoy their day.  We also plan to make connections to other public spaces, including the Sammamish River Trail, the county baseball fields, and the many amenities on the other side of the valley.
The Shops at Woodinville Village

Great retail and shops are critical to the success of Woodinville Village.  Our vision is to blend more traditional uses like drug and grocery stores with galleries, boutiques, and specialty shops, set around public spaces that people can enjoy on foot.  We envision creating a main village street with shops on both sides that lead to a central plaza.  Restaurants with decks and terraces will surround the plaza and take advantage of the views of the valley and distant focal points, such as Mount Rainier.  Parking will be a combination of on-street stalls and stalls behind buildings, or will be found in structured parking facilities that provide convenient access to stores.  Shops in the village may include galleries, specialty food and home shops, wine shops, boutiques, clothing shops, jewelry stores, neighborhood retail, and other amenities.
The Wineries at Woodinville Village

The wineries are the heart and soul of our concept.  We are working with four or five wineries that are considering making Woodinville Village their new home. These new wineries will include production facilities with tasting rooms and will have an authentic character and identity of their own.  The wine-village theme will expand throughout Woodinville Village and will be seen through the details on buildings and in the streetscape and landscaping.  The wineries will certainly be a draw, but the interplay between the wineries, retail areas, and residential spaces will truly make this an exciting environment.

The Residences at Woodinville Village

The residences at Woodinville Village will add vitality and strengthen the pedestrian-oriented character of the project. The residents will create around-the-clock vivacity on the streets and plazas of the village. 
Our concept echoes the villages in Europe that have a few levels of residential above retail space, along with the urban village neighborhoods in the Seattle area.  Other tourist destination projects, such as Mammoth Village in California and Whistler Village in British Columbia, put residential apartments over retail stores, which creates a unique overall experience for the visitor.  Our goal is to create a pedestrian-friendly village.  A key component to this is people.  Residential uses are important to create a vibrant neighborhood.  The Woodinville Master Plans said it well: “These areas often become places that are fun, vibrant and inviting to gather for events, go out for dining or entertainment, meet a friend, or simply stroll around to see what’s going on.  These areas develop a unique personality that helps many people enjoy and feel connected to their community.”
At Woodinville Village, the residences will be located above retail and restaurant spaces.  Some residential buildings may be free-standing in the perimeter of the site, but will stay integrated into other tourist business uses.  Residential buildings will blend in with the look and character of the other uses.  By creating variety in building scale, the village gains desirability as a living destination. The two- to four-story buildings add an urban element to the Woodinville project, compared to the generic character of one-story commercial buildings found in the average strip mall.   Without the residential component, parts of the development may begin to look like a strip center.  We all remember what downtown Seattle and many other cities looked like 15 years ago.  The residential areas moved to the suburbs, bringing with them the life and vitality the cities once held.  In the evenings, cities became ghost towns.  Residences have brought a new vitality to these areas, just as they will to Woodinville Village.
Economically, the moderate density residential component is critical to the success of the project. The residences will generate enough revenue to offset the economic losses of developing other key components of the project, such as the wineries and public spaces.  In addition, residences will help Woodinville meet its growth management targets.
It is our plan to provide space in one or two of the smaller residential buildings for bed and breakfasts or small boutique hotels.  A visitor staying at a bed and breakfast may tour the wineries in the area, while enjoying shopping and dining in the village and biking along the trail to the surrounding areas.

Residents will enjoy the Woodinville Village shopping village, access to the Sammamish River Trail, the surrounding open spaces, and nearby jobs and services.   People draw people, and people make environments.
In Conclusion

We hope the following information and schematic plans are helpful in understanding our vision and the interrelation of the uses described above.  We welcome the opportunity in the coming months to show you more details of our plans as they are completed.

